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Utah Tourism and Energy Sector Hard Hit
Change in Jobs, September 2019 – September 2020
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1. Keep your knees bent – The virus remains “in the wild.” Bend your knees and manage 
the risk.

2. New phase, more responsibility – We’ve entered a new phase and are backsliding. 
EVERYONE must take more personal responsibility. Wear a mask and keep your 
distance!

3. Confidence is key – The economy and health are tightly linked. Disney World opened 
and nobody came.  We must contain the virus for a full recovery.

4. Help is on its way – We are in the recovery phase and vaccines and therapeutics will 
end this pandemic. Until that day, follow public health guidelines and lend a hand to 
those who are not as fortunate.





Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics







Source: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, Utah Population Estimates Committee, and Utah Population Committee
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Utah Taxable Sales

Source: Utah State Tax Commission

Selected sectors, July 2019-2020, preliminary data
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“Historically, pandemics have forced humans 

to break with the past and imagine their world 

anew. This one is no different. It is a portal, a 

gateway between one world and the next."

- Arundhati Roy, author



Cyclical v. Structural Trends



Source: Open Table
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SLC shifts from Orange to Yellow
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Source: Salt Lake City International Airport
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“Of registered voters, we received about 15.5% at 
this point — which is just under 260,000 
voters…To put it in a little bit of perspective, 
turnout-wise in 2016 we had about 1.1 million 
voters. At 260,000 ballots, we’re basically at a 
quarter of that now. So, a quarter of what we saw 
in 2016 has already voted in the first week of 
voting, which is a big deal.”

- Justin Lee, Utah Elections Director, Oct. 21, 2020





Source: Bureau of the Census
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“Longest state 

expansion in state 

history…not a 

bad legacy!”

“Governor Herbert was 

kind in my interactions 

with him as an early-

career state employee. 

I’m grateful for his 

example and ethical 

service.”

“I am honored to call 

Gov. Gary Herbert a 

friend.  Friends don’t 

always agree on 

everything, but one 

common bond is 

mutual respect and 

trust for which we both 

share.”

“As someone who has sat in 

the governor’s seat, I know 

the immense responsibility it 

is to lead this state. Thank 

you, Gov. Herbert for your 

steady, honorable, and 

successful leadership.”


