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Measuring Economic Impacts

What would happen 
to Utah’s economy if 
an activity ceased to 
exist?



Measuring Economic Impacts

Economic indicators we measure:

JOBS
EARNINGS
STATE GDP
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Data Collection and Analysis

• Meetings at installations

• Detailed jobs, payroll and spending

• Federal defense contracts

• REMI economic model

• Fiscal impact models



Economic Impact Results

• Hill Air Force Base

• Dugway Proving Ground

• Tooele Army Depot

• Utah National Guard

• Reserves, Recruiting and ROTC

• Veterans

• Additional Contracts and Grants

• Utah Defense Totals



Combined Economic Impact of Defense in Utah:
109,000 jobs and $9.2 billion in economic activity

Defense was 
responsible for
5.8% of Utah’s jobs, 
7.1% of its earnings, and 
6.2% of its GDP in 2015.



Hill Air Force Base supported over 47,000 jobs
and about $4.6 billion in GDP for Utah in 2015.

Hill AFB employed 16,732 military personnel and DoD civilians.
Including contractors, nearly 20,000 people worked on base.

Hill AFB spent $2.1 billion in Utah during 2015, including
employee earnings, DoD contracts, and other expenses.



Utah Veterans

Items included:

• Veteran compensation

• Veteran benefits

• Military pensions

• VA employment

• VA contracts & grants

Source: U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs,
U.S. Department of Defense, U.S. Census Bureau
(see Figure 7.1 on p. 22 of the report).



Defense Contracts and Grants in Utah

Source: Gardner Policy Institute analysis, USASpending.gov (see Figure 8.2 on p. 28 of the report).

Amounts in 19 Counties

Top Three Counties:

• Salt Lake – $831.4 million

• Davis – $387.5 million

• Weber – $111.5 million

Three Others Selected:

• Summit – $15.3 million

• Washington – $6.5m

• San Juan – $259,000



Top 10 Defense Contractors

Company Amount Share
L-3 Communications $334.6 22.1%
Orbital ATK $240.7 15.9%
Northrop Grumman $82.5 5.5%
Boeing $36.8 2.4%
Utah State University $32.7 2.2%
Rio Vista Management $29.6 2.0%
Unisys Corp. $29.6 2.0%
BioFire $28.9 1.9%
ImSAR $24.1 1.6%
Sverdrup Technology $21.9 1.4%
Total $861.5 56.9%



Fiscal Impact Results



Fiscal Impacts: The defense sector directly and indirectly 
generated $146.3 million in net state revenue.



Components of $146.3 Million in Net State Revenue
from the Defense Sector in 2015

Source: Figure 3 on p. 4 of the report.



Historical Trends in
Federal Defense Employment



Defense employment has been fairly stable in Utah for 
15 years, with a slight decline in military personnel and 

a somewhat larger increase in civilian defense jobs.

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Bureau of Labor Statistics
(see Figure 4 on p. 4 of the report or Figure 9.1 on p. 33).



Utah’s non-defense employment has
grown faster than its defense employment.

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Bureau of Labor Statistics
(see Figure 5 on p. 4 of the report or Figure 9.2 on p. 33).



Economic Impact of Hill Air Force Base through 2040:
Forecast and Simulation



Statewide Losses Without Hill AFB



Statewide employment without Hill AFB: more than 
35,000 jobs in 2023 and 28,000 jobs in 2040.

Source: Gardner Policy Institute analysis using REMI PI+ model and Utah GOMB 2012
baseline employment projections (see Figure 10.1 on p. 37 of the report).



Losses in Davis County Without Hill AFB



Davis County employment without Hill AFB:
20,000 jobs in 2023, 19,000 jobs in 2040

Source: Gardner Policy Institute analysis using REMI PI+ model (see Figure 10.8 on p. 41 of the report).
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Additional Slides

Details on direct, indirect and induced economic impacts for each
defense component, similar to the slide for Hill AFB with Table 2.



Dugway Proving Ground supported nearly 
2,500 jobs and $225 million in GDP for Utah.

Dugway Proving Ground employed 689 people and
spent an estimated $135.1 million in Utah during 2015.

Including contractors, over 1,500 people worked on base.



Tooele Army Depot supported 1,100 jobs and
$114 million in GDP for Utah in 2015.

Tooele Army Depot employed 550 people and
spent $56.8 million in Utah during 2015.



The Utah National Guard supported over 13,000 jobs 
and $840 million in GDP for Utah in 2015.

The Utah National Guard employed 2,383 people
full-time, as well as 6,897 Guard members, in 2015.

The Guard spent an estimated $251.3 million in-state.



Reserves: 3,978 reservists and active-duty, 185 civilians
Recruiting: 183 military and 47 civilians
ROTC: 54 military and 15 civilians

Reserves, recruiting, and ROTC supported over 6,700 
jobs and $340 million in GDP for Utah in 2015.



Federal spending for veterans in Utah supported
24,000 jobs and $1.9 billion in GDP for Utah in 2015.

During 2015, the VA employed 3,010 people in Utah. VA and DoD 
spending for Utah veterans was $1.8 billion, including employee 

earnings, health care, pensions for veterans and military retirees, 
federal contracts & grants, and other expenditures.



Additional contracts and grants supported 13,600 jobs 
and $1.2 billion in GDP for Utah in 2015.

The DoD and VA provided $891.4 million in contracts and grants to 
Utah recipients in 2015, in addition to those included in economic 
impacts for veterans, the Guard or any Utah military installation.


